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Dear Families, 

 

Welcome back to the Spring term. Our topic for this term is 

‘Made on the Isle of Wight’ where we will be looking at the 

many different aspects of our island and what has been made 

here. In Science we will be focusing on ‘Plant growth’ and 

‘Materials’, as well as continuing our study of the seasons. 

Geography and History will also be a big focus this term as we 

spend time finding out about the features of an island and 

look at historical changes. We hope to visit some places of 

interest linked to our topic throughout the term, we will let 

you know as soon as dates are set. 

 

Reading books 

Thank you for all the help you have given us last term with 

home reading, this has been so valuable in supporting your 

child’s progress and we can really see a difference! 

Please continue to support your child to bring in 

their reading book every day and put it in their 
class box. Please remember that we encourage 

independence in Year One and if they need to 

change their reading books they can do so at any 

time without asking an adult, and, of course, you 

are also most welcome to do this. Also encourage them 

to read anything at home or out and about, from cereal packets 

at breakfast time to newspapers and comics or street signs. 

Any reading is valuable. 

 

Phonics 

Each morning in Year One we start with a 20 minute phonics 

lesson. Phonics is vital in the development of reading and 

writing and continues the journey from Reception. In June your 

child take part in the National Phonic Screen Check where they 

will be assessed in their phonics skills through a range of 

real and pseudo/alien words. We will shortly be inviting you 

to an information session regarding this, a date will be with 

you soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework  

Again, a homework grid is attached with this letter. Please 

encourage your child to have a go at some activities, each 

activity is worth 2 dojos just highlight the box when they 

have completed that piece. It is expected that children will 

read regularly (preferably daily). Even if they do not read to 

an adult or family member independent reading is fine, they 

can also put a smiley face in their reading record to help us 

with monitoring of reading. Your child should also practise 



their spellings daily, this can be in any way they wish, 

[please remember that completion of spelling sheets is 

optional. If your child would like extra home learning then 

please come and see us. This term each child will be given a 

Speaking and Listening task where they will give presentation 

to the class. We will be sending further information on this 

within the next couple of weeks. 

 

P.E. 

Our PE slots are on a Tuesday and Wednesday each week but this 

does vary at times.  Please could you support us and 

your child in ensuring that they have a full and 

named PE kit in school at all times. If possible 

please supply them with trainers that support the 

feet well for the many running activities that we do.  

 

Housekeeping  

If you wish, you can provide your child with a pair of welly 

boots that they can keep in school for winter playtimes. 

This will help them to keep clean and dry. Thank you to 

everyone that has named their child’s clothing and PE 

kit, however, we are still finding some items unnamed. 

Please help. 

  

And finally 

Your children have come back from their Christmas break so 

enthused and ready to learn, we have been truly amazed. They 

are really calm and settled and have been demonstrating real 

maturity and independence! We are really looking forward to 

the next few weeks and know that this is going to be a very 

exciting topic. Remember, if you have any queries please come 

and pop in and see us and we will help if we can. Thank you 

for all your support and we look forward to working with you 

further to benefit your child. 

 

Thank you 

Mrs Gilbert, Mrs Price and the Year 1 Team 


